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What kinds of SEN are provided for?

SEND stands for “Special Educational Needs and Disability”. There are four broad categories of
SEND:

Communication and Interaction (such as autistic spectrum and language disorders)
Cognitionand Learning (such as dyslexia, dyspraxia and dyscalculia, moderate learning
difficulties and global development delay)

e Social,emotionaland mental health (such as attachment disorders, emotional
difficulties, mental health difficulties)

e Physicaland Sensory (such as hearing or vision impairment or needing a wheelchair or
walking frame)

The SEN Code of Practice (O-25)wasrevisedin September 2014 and last updated April 2020.
The school complies with the Equality Act 2010.

Ethos, Values and Vision

At Outwoods Edge, our five values underpin everything we do and shape the characters we
aspire forour childrentobecome. We provide a safe, nurturing environment and an ambitious,
joyfullearning culture where children are proud of what they achieve and inspired to be the best
they canbe andinclusionis atthe heart of this. Together, we are working in the pursuit of
excellence for each child, ensuring they thrive both academically and personally. We want our
children to develop their own talents and strengths and strive to improve and excelin all they
do. We understand that, with the right support from staff, parents, outside agencies and
families, nothing is beyond the reach of our children and want to encourage children torealise
this.

Some children, at times, require additional support or intervention to help meet theirneeds or
to support theirlearning. The decision regarding the additional support a child needs, and the
needtobe onthe SENregisteris made collaboratively with the parents and carers. The process
isbased onacademic progress, assessments, reports and advice from teaching staff,




professionals and through careful and consistent assessments and reviews. Parents and carers
are consulted and keptinformed throughout the process and progressisreviewed and shared
regularly.

How does the schoolidentify and assess the needs of pupils with SEND?

Special Educational Provisionis that whichis additional to and different from that whichis made
generally formost childrenin school. Assessmentis an ongoing core process throughout the
school. Itisacheck that each childis making adequate progress against the national
expectations set foreachyear group from EYFS through to Year 6. If a childis not making the
expected progress, then we identify aneed and determine the reasons why. Adequate
progressis defined as that which:

Closes the attainment gap between the child and children of a similarage

Prevents the attainment gap growing wider

Is similar to that of peers starting from the same attainment baseline, but less than the
majority of their peers

Matches oris betterthanthe previousrate of progress

Ensuresthat a child has fullaccess to the curriculumin line with their peers
Demonstrates animprovementin self-help, social or personal skills
Demonstratesimprovementin a child’s behaviour, allowing them to be receptive to
learning.

Children with SEND are identified by one of three assessment routes all of which are part of the
overall approach to monitoring progress of all pupils:

The progress of every childis monitored at regular pupil progress meetings. Where children are
identified as not making progress through Quality First Teaching and Ordinarily Available
Provision, thisis discussed with the SENDCo and SLT and a plan of actionis agreed with the
teacherand shared with parents.

Class teachers are continually aware of children’s learning. If they observe that a child is making
less than expected progress, given theirage and individual circumstances, they will seek to
identify acause. This canbe characterised by progress which:

« Is significantly slower than that of their peers starting from the same baseline
« Failsto match or better the child’'s previous rate of progress
« Fails to close the attainment gap between the child and their peers

Parents sometimes ask us tolook more closely at their child's learning. We take all parental
requests seriously and strive to investigate them all. Frequently, the concern can be addressed
through ordinarily available classroom provision, adaptive teaching and some parental
support. Otherwise, a graduatedresponseisimplemented by the school. Thisis a cycle of
“Assess, Plan, Do and Review” stages. This may resultin the child being placed on the SEND
registerat SEN SUPPORT with ‘parent’ or ‘carer’ consent.




The SENDCo or other trained staff may need to undertake arange of standardised tests with
children. These assessments can be used to add to and inform teachers’ own understanding
and assessments of a child. Although the school can identify special educational needs, we
may also consult external agencies for advice on how best to support a child and make
provisionto meet those needs. We do not offer diagnoses and parents are advised to contact
their GP if they think their child may have an underlying medical condition or disability.

What are the arrangements for consulting parents/carers of SEND pupils about, and involving
theminthe education of their child?

At Outwoods Edge, we are committed to frequent and high-quality liaison between
parents/careers and school staff forall childreninthe school and believe that outcomes are
best when we work together. There are two parents meetings peryear, in the Autumn, Spring
and Summer Terms with class teachers. Pupilreports are issued in the Summer term, after
which parents/carers are welcome to arrange another meeting with the class teacher. In
addition, informationis shared through reading records and half-termly or termly topic report
cards. Parents/carers are encouraged to contact the school and arrange an appointment
with the child’s class teacher and/or SENDCo should they have any additional questions,
suggestions or concerns. The SENDCo hosts regular parent meetings where informal
conversations, concerns and questions can be raised and appointments with the SENDCo
canbe arranged via the school office. If your child has an EHCP they will also have an annual
review eachyear, thisis an opportunity to review andreflect upon their progress against their
targets and whether the provisionis effective for each individual child. Meetings are attended
by the SENDCo, the parents and any outside agency workers - if appropriate. These meetings
provide anideal opportunity for parents/carers and school staff to work together to plan the
best opportunities that will enable the child to make progress. School are happy to suggest
work and support that canbe given athome by parents/carers to help their child make
progress. School will also signpost outside opportunities or clubs that are likely to be
beneficial for the pupil. Inaddition to this, their progress and attainment is carefully tracked
and next steps are agreed and shared regularly with parents at formal and informal meeting
times.

Parents/carers are welcome to arrange additional appointments with class teachers and/or
the SENDCo if required. There may be occasions when more regularhome/school liaison
occurs - forexample ahome/school communication book may provide detailed feedback of
information forallinvolvedin the pupil’s progress.

What to doif you have concerns about pupil learning...

We are a mainstream school with a commitment toinclusive practice. We recognise that
childrenlearn at differentrates and that there are many factors affecting achievement. At
Outwoods Edge, we aim to identify problems as early as possible and provide teaching and
learning contexts that enable each child to achieve their full potential. We regularly track pupils’
progress and where thereis evidence that a pupilis not making age-related progressinone or
more areas of the curriculum, we would provide additional supportin class oruse specific
interventions to target areas in which they are struggling.




Along with pupil tracking, any of the following can trigger a concern:
e Parent/carer

Child

Class teacher

Widening gap between self and majority of peers

Feedback from service providers or other professionals

Records transferred from another school

Baseline and on-going assessments

EYFS/KSlresults

Schooltestingand assessment.

If aconcernisraised, then class teachers would talk to you about your child’s progress and
suggestwaysinwhichyou could help at home. If difficulties persist, the SENDCo may become
involved. At this point, there may be a need for more specific assessmentsinschool. The
SENDCo will discuss the next steps with you and your child.

If you have a concern,inthe firstinstance, we would encourage you to share any concerns you
may have with your child’s class teacher. However, if you continue to be worried, or the
concerns are of amore serious nature, you should contact the SENDCo, the Headteacher or
the Deputy Headteacher.

What are the arrangements for consulting young people with SEND about, and involving
them in, their education?

Children’s voices continue to be valued at Outwoods Edge and all children are consulted and
invited to contribute their views, opinions, concerns and reflections. Teachers and support
staff make themselves available to listen to children on a day-to-day basis and thisincludes
theirviews onthe support that they need.

We encourage all pupils to be actively involvedin theirlearning and staff are committed to
working in partnership with the child and their family to set appropriate learning goals, children
are involvedinthe creation of theirlearning plans. We seek to ascertain your child’s strengths,
difficulties, preferredlearning styles and aspirations. Where appropriate, they may share these
in pupil interviews, surveys and in our active Pupil Leadership Team. In addition to this pupil
views are exploredif applying for funding, EHCPs and whenreviewing classroom provision and
theimpactthatit has.

What arrangements are there forassessing and reviewing the progress of pupils with SEND?

If your childisidentified as having SEND, in addition toin class support, we will provide
additional supportinareas such asreading, writing, spelling, maths, speech andlanguage,
socialising. If your child has an EHCP (Education Health Care Plan) or SEND intervention funding,
we will put provisionin place as outlinedin that plan and will ensure that section Fis carefully
implemented to best support your child. Class teachers, working with the SENDCo, monitor
pupils’ progress regularly and monitor how your child is progressing. School Governors and
Subject Leaders are also involvedin this monitoring process.




We track the progress of all groups very closely. Teachers provide Teacher Assessment Grades
each half term and they analyse the results to help themto alter provision to meet the needs of
allgroups. Through the use of “insights” gapsinlearning are identified and appropriate
intervention and support can be planned. Through pupil progress meetings, teachers and the
SLT have professional discussions about the support needed orin place to best support each
pipil.

Childrenidentified asrequiring support which is greater than the majority of the class will have
an Individual Support Plan that will be used to communicate targets and progress between
teachers, pupils and parents. The class teachers and SENDCo monitor the impact of the
support putinplace andregularly reviews the school’s provision which identifies how group
interventions andindividual support will be timetabled. Their learning plan will set clear targets
and will share supportive strategies and resources alongside knowledge of your child.

How do you support pupils with SEND transferring between phases of education orin
preparing for adulthood andindependent living?

Transitioninto and within school
Transition can be a stressful time for children and parents. We provide support accordingto
the individual needs of the child to ensure that a smooth transition takes place.
During the summer term, teachers arrange a comprehensive transition programme, which can
be tailored to meetindividual needs:
e Additional meeting forthe parents and child with the new teacher and key staff.
e Additionalvisit to the classroom environmentin order to identify where the toilets are,
where the pegs are etc.
e Opportunities to take photographs of key people and places in orderto make a
transitionbooklet /social story.
e Children may be assigned a ‘buddy’ who will familiarise the new child with routines and
places within the school.
e Atouroftheschoolcanbearranged.

Transitionto Secondary School

For the child with Education Health Care Plans, the secondary school SENDCois invited to an
early Annual Review to discuss the child’s special needs in detail and arrangements may be
made at thesereviews. If the Secondary School SENDCois unable to attend the review
meeting, a separate meeting can be held to discuss the children on the SEND register. Some
children with SEND or attachment needs may require additional transition visits, eitherin small
groups orindividually or furtherresources to support the transition. We arrange these and
attend to support them.

Whatis your approachto teaching pupils with SEND?

At Outwoods Edge, we are strive to ensure that teaching andlearningisinclusive and
accessible forall. We ensure that quality first teaching is adapted appropriately forindividual
pupils andis the first step inresponding to pupils who have or may have Special Education
Needs and Disability (SEND). It supports good inclusive practice, ensures consistency ingood
practice and has afocus on early intervention and a graduated approach.




« Quality First Teaching-High quality teaching thatisadapted and coupled with research
based, expertled ordinarily available provision willmeet the individual needs of the majority of
children and young people. We believe that all children learn best when learning alongside their
peers.

+ Reasonable Adjustments-Some children and young people need educational provision that
is additional to this. When allocating additional support to children, our focus is on outcomes.
We aimto putin sufficient support to enable the child toreach their challenging targets. When
thisincludes extra adult support, we encourage the pupils to work in away that develops
independence.

¢ Provision and Interventions-The school has arange of interventions available which are listed
onanInterventions Menu. The Intervention menus are regularly monitored, reviewed and
adaptedto meetthe needs and provisions of all the children onthe SEND register. When
considering anintervention, the schoollooks at the child’s learning profile in order to select the
intervention best matched to the child’s needs. Interventions are plannedin blocks and
progressisreviewedregularly. Thismay be 1:1or within small groups depending on needs.

@® Recording provision- School keeps avariety of records for all children, including those
with SEND. These mayinclude:

My Learning Plan

EHC Plan (Education, Health and Care Plan). Where a child has an Education Health Care
Plan, an annualreview meeting, attended by parents & external agencies, will be held to
discuss the child’'s progress.

Interventions Progress Monitoring Form

Medical Risk Assessment

Behaviour Support Plans

Positive Handling Plan

Running Plans

PEEPS - Personal Emergency Evacuation Plans

Allresources, training and support are reviewed regularly and changes are made as required
The Accessibility and Equality Plan are regularly reviewed. We make suitable adjustments to the
school buildingwhere possible and provide arange of additional resources for SEND pupils (eg
enlargedtexts, reading books, maths equipment, ICT).

How will you adapt the curriculum and the learning environment for pupils with SEND?

Allteaching at our schoolis differentiated to meet the needs of the children and provides
excellent opportunities for all learning styles and abilities. Learning may be further adapted
through provision of support, additional resources, pre-teaching of language oramore
personalised curriculum to match children’s needs. Some children will work with 1:1for parts of
the day to provide targeted and specialist intervention as directed within the EHCP.

Forsome children, access to the school’sinternal resource “The Forest” will be carefully
planned. Thisis following carefully entry criteria and assessments andis there to support pupils
who struggle to manage learning within a mainstream classroom environment.




What expertise and training does your staff have inrelation to supporting and teaching pupils
with SEND and how s the specialist expertise secured?

Staff receive training through our continuing professional learning (CPD) and SEND is anintegral
part of this - not seenas an “add-on”. Individual staff may attend further training to meet their
own professional needs, which may be around the needs of a child they are teaching.
Additionally, staff mayreceive informal training around the needs of individual or groups of
pupils. Key staff have had first aid training and some teaching staff have had Team Teach
training.

Examples of this training are:

- Traumainformed practice forall staff

- TeamTeach-positive handling and de-esculation strategies
- OngoingTraining provided by Leicester City SEMH team

Outside agencies will also provide staff with advice and recommendations as appropriate.
The staff receive advice from agencies including the Educational Psychology Service, The
Learning Support Service, the Autism Outreach Service, Consultant Paediatricians, the
Speechand lLanguage Therapy Service, the Diana Children’s Service, the Physiotherapy
Service, Leicester SEMH Team, Oakfields and the School Nursing Service.

Within the school, we have built up levels of particular expertise in several areas. Therefore,
muchinformation sharingis cascaded to staff within school. Different staff have different
levels of expertise in different areas and therefore will be utilised in a way that helps pupils as
appropriate.

How will you evaluate the effectiveness of your provisions for pupils with SEND?

If your childisidentified as having SEND, in addition toin class support, we will provide
additional supportinareas such asreading, writing, spelling, maths, speech andlanguage,
socialising. If your child has an EHCP (Education Health Care Plan) or SEND intervention funding,
we will put provisionin place as outlinedin that plan. Class teachers, working with the SENDCo,
monitor pupils’ progress regularly and monitor how your childis progressing. We do this for all
pupilsinschool, notjust those pupils identified as having SEND. School Governors and Subject
Leaders are also involved in this monitoring process.

We track the progress of all groups very closely. Teachers provide Teacher Assessment Grades
each half term and they analyse the results to help themto alter provision to meet the needs of
allgroups.

Carefulmonitoring by the SENDCo and SLT ensures that ordinarily available strategies and
resources areinplace and effective and teaching and learning is regularly reviewed.
Interventions and supportis quality assured by the SENDCo and SLT through learning walks and
monitoring checks. Datais carefully analysed to explore the impact and effectiveness of
intervention and support and interventions are reviewed according to this.

How will you provide additional support to aid the learning of pupils with SEND?




Childrenidentified asrequiring support which is greater than the majority of the class will have
an Individual Support Plan (Learning plan) that will be used to communicate targets and
progress between teachers, pupils and parents. The SENDCo monitors the impact of the
support putinplace andregularly reviews the school’s provision which identifies how group
interventions andindividual support will be timetabled.

Pupils with additional needs will access interventions to support theirlearning and wellbeing.
Interventions are closely tracked, monitored and analysed to ensure effectiveness and impact.

How will equipment and facilities, to support pupils with SEND, be secured?

The school buildings at Outwoods Edge are wheelchair accessible. Building changes to the
school have been made based on pupils’ needs and resources provided for children with
physical and medical needs continue also to be provided and evaluated. Disabled changing
and toilet facilities are available in the main school building and in the Foundation Stage
building. The school has a space for disabled parking.

The schoolis committed to ensuring that pupils have the right support and liaise with outside
agencies to ensure that this is the case. Equipment can be sourced and used from the NHS,
Occupational therapy and other means by discussion.

How are pupils with SEND enabled to engage in activities available to their peers without SEND?

Class trips are part of our curriculum and we aim for all children to benefit from them. No child is
excluded from a trip because of SEN, disability or medical needs. Where appropriate, risk
assessments willbe completed for children with additional needs to ensure their safety, to
allow themto attend external trips. This will be discussed and shared with parents/carers. All of
our children have equal access to before school, lunchtime and after school clubs, which
develop engagement with the wider curriculum. Where necessary, we make amendments and
adaptations to meet the physical andlearning needs of our children.

What supportis available forimproving the emotional and social development of pupils with
SEND?

Ourschoolis asafe place for children. Bullying and intolerance are dealt with swiftly and firmly.
All staff have a duty of care for the children’s safety and well-being. Through our diverse
curriculum, which is underpinned by our core values:kindness, honesty, integrity, respect and
responsibility, we hope that children willbecome more mindful, understanding and accepting
of differences. Activities to encourage positive personal and social interaction are built into
lessons and the wider curriculum through opportunities such as clubs. Where children are
struggling with their social, emotional and mental health at school, through teacherreferral and
parental agreement, children can also access our ‘ELSA Support,’ the School therapist and may
work with our Behaviour Mentor.

If a childisfeltto have asocial,emotional ormental health need (e.g. difficulties with emotional
regulation), a ‘Positive Behaviour Plan’ can be written. This is shared with the parent/carer and
any key adults involved with the child. We understand that all behaviouris a form of
communication and particularly where children have SEND, we take time to understand and
respond in arestorative way. However, this does not mean that we have less than high




expectations. All children’s behaviouris responded to consistently in line with the School
Behaviour Policy. A copy is available on the school website or a paper copy can be requested
from the school office.

We have a strong wellbeing team which consists of a Behaviour Mentor and a number of
Emotional Literacy Support Assistants (ELSAs). Many children access wellbeing support
through:
e Morningnurture breakfast club
e Specific social, emotional and mental health related groups and interventions
throughout the day
e Lunchtime supportinourwellbeingroom ‘The Treehouse’.

The school council contributes to the development of the school. They meet regularly with a
nominated teacher and discuss the concerns raised by fellow pupils or work on specific
projects agreed by the group. Children can also contribute to the school’s development
through pupilinterviews and questionnaires that are carried out on aregular basis.

How does the governing body involve other bodies (including health and social services, local
authority support services and voluntary organisations) in meeting the needs of these pupils
and supporting their families?

Otherbodies, agencies and professionals who previously have and who might be involvedin
meeting the needs of pupils with special educational needs include;

- The school’'s employed Educational Psychologist
- Thelocal authority’s Educational Psychology Service
- The local authority’s Autism Outreach Service

- The Learning Support Service

- The Speech and Language Therapy Service
- Consultant Paediatricians

- Schoolnurse

- Ashmount School’s Inclusion Service

- MaplewellHall School’s Inclusion Service
- Oakfield Short Stay School’s practitioners
- Physiotherapists

- Occupational therapists

- Diana Service nurses

How can | best support my child?
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You can support your child by ensuring they get to school on time and that their attendance is
good.

By attending parents’ evenings and working closely with the school, we can ensure that your
child has the best opportunities at school. Please try to attend the ‘Meet the Teacher’ events
that we offer at the beginning of each year. Keep the class teacherinformed if you have
concerns oranything at home that may impact on your child’s behaviour or learning.

We offer workshops and opportunities to come into school at various pointsin the year so
pleaselook atthe schoolwebsite. We are also offering Coffee and Conversation sessions to
build relationships between the school and the families of children with SEND and for families to
link with others, sharing advice and support. Watch out forinvitations to these sessions each
half term. .

How will my child be supported if they have a medical and/or mental health issue at Outwoods
Edge?

The schoolrecognises that pupils at school with medical conditions should be appropriately
supported so that they have fullaccess to education, including school trips and physical
education.

We work thoroughly with parents and carers to ensure that children with medical and physical
needs are fully supported. Hannah Hall is the school’s Medical Needs Co-ordinator (MENCo).
She oversees children’s health and medical needs and liaises closely with children,
parents/carers and colleagues in school (including the SENDCo, class teachers and teaching
assistants).

Where appropriate a Health Care Plan is drawn up. The health care planis shared with parents
and colleagues who will be working with the child.

Medicines can usually be administered in school when signed parental permission has been
given. There are nominated first aiders in school. Extra school adult support is allocated as
required e.g. for children who require support with their diabetes. The school has specific risk
assessments and emergency evacuation plans for pupils with high level physical and medical
needs.

Parents and carers are expected to feedback any issues or changes regarding their child’s
health needs to school staff as required. Outside agencies (e.g. hospitals, physiotherapsists,
visually impaired and hearing impaired specialists from the Learning Support Service) are
consulted asrequiredto ensure that the needs of children with medical and/or physical needs
are met. The school encourages frequent liaison to ensure that these high standards are
maintained.

Support services for parents and carers of these pupils, including those for arrangements
made in accordance with Section 32 (Children and Families Act 2014).

Details of support services are available on the local authority’s ‘Local Offer’ website - the
website address can be located on the final page of this document. If parents would like help
and advice regarding which support services would be beneficial for their child and
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themselves and the contacts of various support services, they are welcome to ask the
SENDCo and/orarrange an appointment.

We work closely with the local authority to ensure that our school offer of SEND complies with

the Code of Practice. The local authority’s local offer can be found on their website. Local offer
link: www.leicestershire.gov.uk/local-offer

National Autistic Society -www.autism.org.uk
British Dyslexia Association https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/about

Leicestershire Family Hubs - https://www.familyhubsleicestershire.org.uk/

Celebal Palsy Sport - https://cpsport.org/sports/

DS Active (activities for people with Downs Syndrome - https://www.dsactive.org.uk/near-
you/

Everybody moves - https://everybodymoves.org.uk/

Active Charnwood - https://www.active-charnwood.org/disability-and-inclusion

Go Learn Leicestershire - https://www.active-charnwood.org/disability-and-inclusion

Autism friendly cinema screenings - https://www.autismfriendly.uk/autism-friendly-
screenings/

Help athome - https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-children/special-
educational-needs-and-disability/information-and-support/help-at-home

Dyslexia supportin Leicestershire - https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-
children/special-educational-needs-and-disability/education-and-childcare/educational-
specialist-services/dyslexia-extra-help-for-your-child

Leicestershire SENDIASS - https://www.sendiassleicestershire.org.uk/

Leicestershire EHCP applications - https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/education-and-
children/special-educational-needs-and-disability/send-service-developments/inclusive-
practice-toolkit/education-health-and-care-plan-and-annual-reviews

What should I doif lhave a complaint?
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We would encourage parentsin the firstinstance to discuss their concerns with their child’s
classteacher. However, if the matteris not satisfactorily resolved, they should then make an
appointment with the SENDCo, Head Teacher or other member of the Senior Leadership Team.
The Chair of Governorsis also available to listen to complaints and mediate with school to
resolve anyissues, asis the SEND Governor. There is a complaints policy in school, in which such
procedures are outlined (contact the school office for details).
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