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National Curriculum Units
All lessons are taught via the Music Express scheme
	
	Autumn
	Spring
	Summer

	EYFS
	Who are we?
Sing Nursery Rhymes
Sing and perform songs to an audience
	Where are we?
To create narratives based around stories (using costume and resources)
To move in time to the music.
	How have things changed?
To invent their own narratives, stories and poems.
Experiment with different instruments and their sounds.


	Year 1
	This is me. This is where I am.
Ourselves.
Our School

	Whatever the Weather
Weather
Seasons
	What’s in my garden?
Recorder
Stages 1 and 2

	Year 2
	London’s Burning
Our Land
Out and About

	Let’s Go to China!
Ukelele
Stages 1 and 2
	Living things and their habitats
Animals
Our Bodies

	Year3
	Extreme Earth
Recorder
Stages 2 and 3

	Stone Age Vs Iron Age
The Human Body
Sounds
	Vicious Vikings. Anglo-Saxons 
In the Past
Environment

	Year 4
	Water, Water, Everywhere
Ukelele 
Stages 2 and 3

	The Ancient Egyptians
Ancient Worlds
Sounds
	Who were the Romans?
Around the world
In the past

	Year 5
	The Victorians
Our community

	Earth and Space
Solar systems
	Mexico
Recorders
Stages 4 and 5

	Year 6
	Explorers and Adventurers
Ukelele 
Stages 4 and 5

	What was it really like in war?
Stronger Together

	Who were the Ancient Greeks?
Moving On





	Year Group 
	National Curriculum – Early Learning Goals
	Granular Knowledge

	EYFS
	Early Learning Goals: Being Imaginative and Expressive

Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher

Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs

Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate – try to move in time with music.

Expressive Arts and Design: Educational Programme:
The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity. It is important that children have regular opportunities to engage with the arts, enabling them to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials. The quality and variety of what children see, hear and participate in is crucial for developing their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. The frequency, repetition and depth of their experiences are fundamental to their progress in interpreting and appreciating what they hear, respond to and observe.

	Autumn 1: Who are we?
Sing nursery rhymes
To experiment with different instruments and their sounds
To create musical patterns using body percussion

	
	
	Autumn 2: Who are we?
Sing and perform songs to an audience.
To perform in the Christmas production.
Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses.
Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups.

	
	
	Spring 1: Who are we? Why are bees important?
To create narratives based around stories (using costume and resources)
Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody.
Develop storylines in their pretend play 
To build up a repertoire of songs

	
	
	Spring 2: Who are we? Why are bees important?
To move in time to the music 
To learn and perform a dance as a class
To create costumes and resources for role play
Watch and talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and responses.

	
	
	Summer 1: How have we changed since starting school?
To invent their own narratives, stories and poems. 
Watch and talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and responses.
(Bee Waggle Dance)

	
	
	Summer 2: How have we changed since starting school?
Experiment with different instruments and their sounds.
Watch and talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and responses.

	
Year 1
	National Curriculum: Key Stage 1
· Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes.
· Play tuned and untuned instruments musically.
· Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music.
· Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.
· 
	Autumn: This is me. This is where I am

Music Express Granular Knowledge
Ourselves (3 lessons)
· Creating and responding to vocal sounds
· Exploring how to change Sounds
· Creating and placing vocal and body percussion sounds
· Exploring descriptive sounds


Our school (3 lessons)
· Exploring different sound sources and materials
· Analysing the dynamics and duration of sounds around the school
· Exploring these elements/dimensions on instruments
· Creating two contrasting textures
· Singing a song
· Interpreting sounds and exploring instruments
· Creating a soundscape as part of a song performance



	
	
	Spring: Whatever the weather

Music Express Granular Knowledge
Weather (3 lessons)
· To explore and control dynamics (volume), duration, and timbre with voices, body percussion, and instruments 
· To improvise descriptive music 
· To control vocal dynamics, duration and timbre 
· To identify a sequence of sounds (structure) in a piece of music 
· To respond to music through movement 


Seasons (3 lessons)
· Identifying changes in pitch and responding to them with movement
· Contrasting changes in pitch with changes in dynamics (volume)
· Relating pitch changes to graphic symbols and performing pitch changes vocally
· Listening and responding to pitch changes with movement
· 

	
	
	Summer: What’s in my garden?
Recorder Magic: Music Express Scheme

Stage 1: Getting Started (3 lessons)

Stage 2: Introducing notation (3 lessons)



	Year 2
	National Curriculum: Key Stage 1
· Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes.
· Play tuned and untuned instruments musically.
· Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music.
· Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.

	Autumn: London’s Burning
Granular Knowledge Taught through Music Express

Our land (3 lessons)
· Exploring timbre and texture to understand how sounds can be descriptive (Lesson 1) 
· Matching descriptive sounds to images (Lessons 1 and 2) 
· Identifying ways of producing sounds (Lesson 2) 
· Listening to and evaluating composition (Lesson 2) 
· Rehearsing and refining to develop a performance (Lesson 3) 



Out and about (3 lessons)
· Demonstrate understanding of call and response structure using voices and instruments 
· Begin to recognise crotchet, paired quaver and crotchet rest 
· Match and play untuned percussion to a rhythm 

· Explore pitch shapes going up, staying the same and going down 
· Respond to graphics and video, demonstrating a recognition of pitch shape 
· Demonstrate an understanding of pitch using hand gesture and voices 

· Demonstrate understanding of call and response structure using voices and instruments 
· Begin to recognise crotchet and crotchet rest 
· Play simple accompaniments on tuned and untuned percussion 





	
	
	Spring: Let’s Go to China!

National Curriculum
· Play tuned and untuned instruments musically.
Granular Knowledge, taught through Music Express
Meet my Ukelele (4 lessons)
Opening It Up (first 2 lessons)


	
	
	Summer: Living Things and their Habitats
Granular Knowledge Taught through Music Express

Animals (3 lessons)

1. Listening to a steady beat and responding in movement (Lesson 1) 
2. Identifying and responding to changes in pitch, upwards and downwards (Lesson 1) 
3. Performing changes in pitch using whole body movement and voice (Lesson 1) 
4. Understanding and performing upwards and downwards pitch direction (Lesson 2) 
5. Reading pitch line notation (Lesson 2) 
6. Playing pitch lines on tuned percussion (Lesson 3) 
7. Combining pitch change with changes in other elements/dimensions (Lesson 3) 




Our bodies (3 lessons)

1. Recognising and responding to steady beats, including at different tempi (Lessons 1, 2, and 3) 
2. Recognising and playing rhythmic patterns (Lesson 1) 
3. Recognising and responding to a rhythm ostinato pattern (Lesson 1) 
4. Playing steady beats at different tempi on body percussion and instruments (Lesson 2) 
5. Singing in two parts and combining steady beats (Lesson 2) 
6. Performing rhythmic movement patterns to a steady beat (Lesson 3) 
7. Performing rhythmic patterns on percussion (Lesson 3) 



	Year 3
	National Curriculum: Key Stage 2
· Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression.
· Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music.
· Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory.
· Use and understand staff and other musical notations.
· Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians.
· Develop an understanding of the history of music.
	Autumn: Extreme Earth
Recorder Magic: Music Express Scheme

Stage 2: Fun with notes BAG (4 lessons)

Stage 3: New notes E and C (First 2 lessons)


	
	
	Spring: Stone Age Vs Iron Age

Granular Knowledge Taught through Music Express
Unit 9: Human Body (3 lessons. Bones, Muscles, Skeletons)
Musical Focus: Structure and Rhythm

1. Understanding call and response structure (Lesson 1) 
2. Performing word rhythms (Lesson 1) 
3. Exploring sounds (Activities 1 and 2) 
4. Singing in two parts (Lesson 2) 
5. Performing call and response structure (Lesson 2) 
6. Understanding and performing binary form(Lesson3) 
7. Performing call and response (Lesson 3)
Unit 2: Sounds (3 Lessons)
Musical focus: Exploring Sounds. Call and Response

1. Learning how sounds are produced and how instruments are classified (Lessons 1, 2, and 3) 
2. Learning about aerophones (Lesson 1) 
3. Understanding musical conversation structure (Lesson 2) 
4. Learning about idiophones(Lesson2) 
5. Developing an understanding of call and response (Lesson 2) 
6. Learning about chordophones(Lesson3) 
7. Creating a call and response (Lesson 3) 


	
	· 
	Summer: Vicious Vikings. Anglo-Saxons

Granular Knowledge Taught through Music Express

In the past (3 lessons)
· Understanding pitch
·  Learning to read simple pitch notation
· Understanding and using pitch notations
· Reading simple rhythm notation
· • Learning a dance from the past. 

Environment (3 lessons)
· Selecting descriptive sounds to accompany a poem
·  Creating a musical re-telling of a poem
·  Singing in two-part harmony
·  Accompanying a song with a melodic ostinato
· Exploring timbre to create a descriptive piece of
 Music
· Learning about ternary form
· Singing a song with Expression
· Developing the lyrics of a song
· Choosing timbre to make an accompaniment


	Year 4
	National Curriculum: Key Stage 2
· Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression.
· Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music.
· Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory.
· Use and understand staff and other musical notations.
· Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians.
· Develop an understanding of the history of music.
	Autumn: Water, Water Everywhere
Ukelele Magic: Music Express Scheme

2.Opening it up (2nd 2 lessons)

3. Our first chord (4 lessons)



	
	
	Spring: The Ancient Egyptians

Granular Knowledge, taught through Music Express
Ancient World (3 lessons: Ancient Egyptians, musical procession, amazing procession)
Musical Focus: structure

1. Learning a verse and chorus song (Lesson 1) 
2. Understanding that melodies have phrases (Lesson 1) 
3. Exploring layers and layering (Lesson 1) 
4. Comparing and contrasting structure (Lesson 2) 
5. Understanding layers in musical structure (Lesson 2) 
6. Identifying key features of minimalist structure (Lesson 2) 
7. Playing in groups (Lesson 3) 
8. Combining sections of music in a layered structure (Lesson 3) 
9. Rehearsing and preparing for a performance (Lesson 3) 






Sounds (3 lessons: beatbox, saint train swing swing, in the mood)
Musical focus: Exploring Sounds

1. Learning about classifying instruments by the way sounds are produced (Lesson 1) 
2. Learning some simple beatboxing sounds (Lesson 1) 
3. Singing a song and adding beatboxing sounds (Lesson 1) 
4. Learning about aerophones(Lesson2) 
5. Learning to sing partner songs (Lesson 2) 
6. Learning about classifying instruments by the way sounds are produced (Lesson 3) 
7. Exploring the combined expressive effects of different instrument groups (Lesson 3) 




	
	
	Summer: Who were the Romans?
Granular Knowledge, taught through Music Express

Around the world (3 lessons)
· Exploring the pentatonic scale
· Playing leaps
· Reading graphic notation
· Developing listening skills
·  Describing music using musical and non-musical terms
· Composing and notating pentatonic melodies 
· Playing a pentatonic song with leaps
· Combining tuned, untuned percussion and singing

In the past (3 lessons)
· Learning to play a Renaissance dance from notations
· Composing a fanfare
· Understanding simple musical structures
· Learning a dance and playing music used for celebrations
· Learning a 1960s pop song
Creating a performance


	Year 5
	National Curriculum: Key Stage 2
· Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression.
· Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music.
· Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory.
· Use and understand staff and other musical notations.
· Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians.
· Develop an understanding of the history of music.
	Autumn: The Victorians
Granular Knowledge from Music Express

Our community (6 lessons)

1. Learning to sing a song (Lesson 1) 
2. Understanding metre through singing and playing instruments (Lesson 1) 
3. Conducting a metre of four (Lesson 1) 
4. Conducting metres of two and three (Lessons 2 and 4) 
5. Writing lyrics (Lessons 2 and 3) 
6. Learning to sing a song from our musical heritage (Lesson 4) 
7. Developing accompaniments using ostinato and invented or improvised rhythms (Lesson 5) 
8. Rehearsing for a performance (Lesson 6) 
9. Developing a performance by adding other media (Lesson 6) 
10. Performing with awareness of audience (Lesson 6) 



	
	
	Spring: Earth and Space
Granular Knowledge from Music Express
Musical Focus – Listening 

Unit 2: Solar system (6 lessons)
To develop techniques of performing rap using texture and rhythm Unit 2: Solar system
To create and present a performance of song, music and poetry Unit 2: Solar system
To play and improvise using the whole tone scale Unit 2: Solar system
To listen to music with focus and analyse using musical vocabulary Unit 2: Solar system
To hear and understand the features of the whole tone scale Unit 2: Solar system
To listen to and learn about modern classical/avant garde music (20th century) Unit 2: Solar system 
To listen to and analyse 19th century impressionist music using musical vocabulary.

	
	
	Summer: Mexico/Brazil
Recorder Magic: Music Express Scheme

Stage 4: New notes E and C (lessons 3 and 4)

Stage 5: Fun with 5 notes BAGEC (4 lessons)


	Year 6
	National Curriculum: Key Stage 2
· Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression.
· Improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music.
· Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory.
· Use and understand staff and other musical notations.
· Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians.
· Develop an understanding of the history of music.
	Autumn: Explorers and Adventurers
Ukelele Magic: Music Express Scheme

5.  A minor Miracle (4 lessons)

6. All change (4 lessons)


	
	
	Spring: What was it really like in war?

Granular Knowledge
Stronger Together: 6 lessons, taught through Music Express
Lesson 1 – Kopê • Sing traditional music from Angola • Explore rhythmic traditions • Play and maintain complex rhythm patterns • Sing harmonies in the language of Kimbundu
Lesson 2 – Nossa terra • Listen to and discuss a modern song with Angolan traditions • Improvise rhythms in a given style on percussion over a groove • Develop understanding of musical structures through singing and playing • Combine complex rhythms in groups
Lesson 3 – Global challenges • Listen to and discuss the effectiveness of a composer’s choices • Improvise descriptive music using percussion and soundmakers • Compose melodies for a given purpose • Use musical vocabulary to identify areas for development or refinement when composing
Lesson 4 – The leaves fell for the last time • Use musical vocabulary to identify techniques and compare music • Develop understanding of musical structures through singing • Sing longer phrases with good posture and breath control
Lesson 5 – Singing in canon • Sing in two- and three-part canon accurately and confidently • Develop understanding of musical structures through singing and playing • Apply techniques for development or refinement when composing
Lesson 6 – Performing together • Perform with voices and instruments, responding to structure • Sing in unison and in canon accurately, conveying a message effectively • Perform compositions sensitively, conveying mood and purpose


	
	
	Summer: Who were the Ancient Greeks?
Moving On: 6 lessons, taught through Music Express
Lesson 1:  Singing a song with expression and sustained notes. Singing in two-part harmony
Lesson 2:  Singing a song with expression and sustained notes. Performing complex song
rhythms confidently.
Lesson 3:  Identifying the structure of a piece of music. Learning to play a melody with chordal
Accompaniment. Experiencing the effect of
harmony changing.
Lesson 4:  Singing in two- or three part harmony
Lesson 5:  • Playing instrumental parts to accompany a song. Performing a song with
complex structure
Lesson 6:  Listening to and understanding modulation in a musical bridge
• Preparing for a performance
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