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National Curriculum Units

	
	FS
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6

	Autumn 1
	Name and explore paint and colour, including colour mixing.

Experiment with different texture

	Drawing: Self-Portraits

	Colour mixing


	Observational pencil drawings


	Watercolour techniques


	Mixed media: Charcoal, pastel and oil pastel
	Printing block. Wax resist



	
	
	
	
	
Monoprints: oil and carbon printing

	
	
	Charcoal, oil pastel.

	Inspiration
	Wassily Kandinsky
	Pablo Picasso
	Claude Monet
	Leonardo Da Vinci
	Georgia O’Keefe, Paul Klee
	Edward Much - Expressionism
	Hokusai

	Spring 1
	Make props and/or costumes for different role play scenarios.

Explore and use a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings.


	Mixed media: Wax resist 
	Pencil drawings


	Sketching
	Observational sketches

	3d layered drawing using digital imagery
	Watercolour – wartime landscape.

	
	
	
	
	Aluminium sculpture

	
Clay etching
	
	

	Inspiration
	Henry Moore
	Henry Moore
	Ben Johnson and Chris Gilmore
	Giacometti
	Grayson Perry
	Yann Arthus-Bertrand
	Paul Nash

	Summer 1
	Safely explore different techniques of joining materials.

To share creations, talk about process and evaluate their work.
	Finger painting. 


	Mixed media: Poster, paint, oil pastels


	Ink and watercolour


	Clay work - coiling
	Sketching
Stitching onto sugar skulls
	N/A Prop making for performance

**Sculpture

	Inspiration
	George Seurat
	Claude Monet
	Henry Rousseau
	MC Escher
	Pablo Picasso
	Frida Kahlo
	




	Year Group 
	National Curriculum – Early Learning Goals
	Granular Knowledge

	EYFS
	
ELG: Fine Motor Skills
Children at the expected level of development will: -
Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases; - 
Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery; - Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.

ELG: The Natural World 
Children at the expected level of development will: - Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants

ELG: Creating with Materials
Children at the expected level of development will: -
 Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function; 
Share their creations, explaining the process they have used; 
Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories.

	Autumn1 : Who are we?
Name and explore paint and colour, including colour mixing.

Simple mark making on different paper and using different media
To learn about artists – portraits
Uses cutting, sticking to explore different materials.
To learn about artists - Rothko


	
	
	Autumn 2: Who are we?
Experiment with different texture

Use pre-made stampers to print
Print using hands and fingers
Uses correct scissor grip to snip. Uses unconventional grip to cut lines and shapes.
Joining using glue stick and masking tape
Share what they have made 
Represents objects seen, remembered, imagined


	
	
	Spring 1: Who are we? Why are bees important?
Make props and/or costumes for different role play scenarios.

Create collaboratively, sharing ideas, resources and skills.
Talk about how they have made a product.
Use a range of resources to create paint effects e.g. scrapers, sponges, lolly stick, pipe cleaners
Overlaps and overlays to create different effects.
Joining using elastic bands, paper clips and stapler. 
Draw more detailed pictures of people and objects


	
	
	Spring 2: Who are we? Why are bees important?
Explore and use a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings.

Use stencils to create rubbings
Print using found materials.
Uses correct scissor grip to cut continuous straight and curved lines
Plan how they will make a product.


	
	
	Summer 1: How have we changed since starting school?
Safely explore different techniques of joining materials. 

Joining using split pins, hole punch and treasury tags.
Uses scissors accurately to cut complete shapes: curved and straight lines, turning paper.
Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them.
Select objects to use for printing with a purpose in mind.


	
	
	Summer 2: How have we changed since starting school?
To share creations, talk about process and evaluate their work. 

Make desired colours using colour mixing.
Use techniques and colours for a purpose
Use taught techniques to create own stamps.
Selects appropriate media and techniques to achieve a specific effect
Select and combine a variety of art techniques.
Review progress and adapt as necessary as they try to achieve a goal 
Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings.


	
Year 1
	Autumn: This is me. This is where I am
National Curriculum
Pupils should be taught: 
· to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas  
· about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and   similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work.
· to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
·  to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination 
·  to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space 

	Unit: This is me, Portraits

· Know and understand the terms portrait and self-portrait
· Have knowledge of the style of famous portrait artists such Pablo Picasso and create self-portraits inspired by them
· Know how to create tints, tones and shades to use for skin
· Know how to draw a portrait/self-portrait with knowledge of facial proportions
· Draw carefully through observation, observing details and representing them in their artwork
· Create their own self-portraits in different styles

End of Unit Outcomes:
An art learning journey in sketchbooks demonstrating research and experimentation. 
A pencil self-portrait using accurate facial proportions
A painted self-portrait using self mixed skin tones
A self-portrait in the style of Pablo Picasso 



	
	Spring: Whatever the weather  
National Curriculum
Pupils should be taught: 

-to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas  
-to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products
-to use drawing and painting to develop and share their ideas, experiences, and imagination


	Unit: Rainbows and Raindrops

· Mix the primary colours to create secondary colours and use correct colour theory terminology 
· Draw straight and curved lines with control
· Discuss and use warm and cool colours
· Use wax crayons and wax candles as drawing tools 
· Understand the process of wax resist painting
· Explore the use of watercolours (liquid or tablet)
· Begin to understand perspective when drawing 

End of Unit Outcomes:
An art learning journey in sketchbooks demonstrating research and experimentation. 
A clear understanding of mixing primary colours to create secondary colours (rainbow)
A wax resist artwork using wax crayons and liquid watercolours
A warm and cool colours paintings of umbrella
 


	
	Summer: What’s in my garden? 
National Curriculum
· to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas  
· about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and   similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work.
· to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 
·  to use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination 
·  to develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space 

	Unit: Monet’s Secret Garden
· Begin to understand how to look closely and observe a piece of artwork Bridge over a Pond of Water Lillies, 1899
· Ask questions about a piece of artwork (see above)
· Describe what they see and give a justified opinion on the work of an artist
· Have knowledge of the style of the artist Claude Monet and know some facts about his life
· Learn some printing techniques (sponge, card edge, finger)
· Know the names of both primary and secondary colours 
· Know which primary colours mix to make each secondary colour
· Know how to combine different techniques to create a finished piece 

End of Unit Outcomes:
An art learning journey in sketchbooks demonstrating research and experimentation. 
Conversations with teachers and peers about Monet’s bridge painting
A finger paint colour mixing representation of Monet’s flower garden 
A printed piece of artwork inspired by Bridge over a Pond of Water Lillies 
Knowledge of the life and works of Claude Monet


	Year 2
	Autumn: London’s Burning
National Curriculum
-to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas  
-to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products
-to use drawing and painting to develop and share their ideas, experiences, and imagination

	Unit: London’s Burning
· Know how to use colour, pattern, line, shape to produce different effects
· Know how to mix different oranges using only red and yellow paint (using the terms primary, secondary and tertiary colours)
· Know how to create tints, tones and shades
· Be able to produce their own representations of what they see in photographs
· Know how to use charcoal to draw quick, expressive drawings
· Create their own mixed media piece of artwork

End of Unit Outcomes:
An art learning journey in sketchbooks demonstrating research and experimentation. 
Knowledge of colour mixing red and yellow to make orange (using different quantities of each to make red orange and yellow orange (primary, secondary, tertiary) 
Knowledge of how to make different tints, tones and shades. 
Knowledge of the use of line in art to create effects.
A finished mixed media Fire of London piece of artwork.


	
	Spring: Let’s Go to China!
National Curriculum
· To create sketch books to record observations and use them to review and revisit ideas.
· To use a range of materials creatively to design and make products.
· To use drawing and painting to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination.

	Unit: CityScapes

Granular Knowledge, taught through Discovery ART
Location, location, cityscape
· Know how to use pattern, line and shape to produce buildings and drawings
· Draw from observation of buildings and photographs of the local area.

End of Unit Outcomes:


	
	Summer: Living Things and their Habitats
National Curriculum
-to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas  
-to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products
-to use drawing and painting to develop and share their ideas, experiences, and imagination

	Unit: Rousseau’s Rainforest
· Draw from observation of photographs of rainforest leaves, trees and animals 
· Know about the life and work of Henri Rousseau
· Look at a his jungle artworks using the ‘superpower of looking method’ (artuk.org) led by Bob and Roberta Smith
· Create thumbnail sketches to help plan a mixed media composition
·  Mix up a range of tints and shades of green (retrieval)
· Create depth in a piece of artwork by layering and the use of perspective techniques
· Use oil pastels with control, using techniques such as blending
· Explore the consistency and capabilities of acrylic paint 

End of Unit Outcomes:
An art learning journey in sketchbooks demonstrating research and experimentation. 
Knowledge of how to look carefully and discuss a piece of art (the superpower of looking)
Knowledge of Henri Rousseau and his art
A mixed media piece of artwork using poster paint, oil pastels


	Year 3
	Autumn: Extreme Earth
National Curriculum
-to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas  
-to use a range of materials creatively to design and make products
-to use drawing and painting to develop and share their ideas, experiences, and imagination

	Unit: Fossils and Imprints
· Know how to use pattern, line and shape to create implied texture
· Know the meaning of the word ‘texture’ and the difference between implied texture and actual texture.
· Create sketches from observation of fossils and photographs of fossils (drawing to show what I have seen)
· Ask questions about and describe what they can see
· Know how to create monoprints in two different ways –oil pastel and carbon paper
· Explore printing on different paper types 
· Articulate each process and compare and contrast the tools and techniques
· Express a preference for a technique and explain reasons why

End of Unit Outcomes:
An art learning journey in sketchbooks demonstrating research and experimentation. 
Knowledge of how to create different textures with a pencil on paper
Sketches of fossils demonstrating use of sketching techniques
2 different monoprint explorations – oil pastel and carbon copy paper 
Evaluation of the printing techniques


	
	Spring: Stone Age Vs Iron Age
National Curriculum
· Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design
· to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas  
· to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint]
· about great artists, architects and designers in history

	Unit: Creating with metal
· Know how metal can be used in and inspire artwork
· Know some metal sculptors from the past and present (Alberto Giacometti, Junko Mori) 
· Know how to use chalk, charcoal and pastel to create light and dark (tone) in their work
· Know how to smudge chalk and charcoal with control for effect
· Know how to manipulate different materials (foil) to create a desired result
· Understand how a 2D design can be turned into a 3D sculpture
· Evaluate their work and discuss what went well and what improvements could be made

End of Unit Outcomes:

An art learning journey in sketchbooks demonstrating research and experimentation. 
An ironman piece of artwork inspired by the book of the same name.  Chalk and pastel on black sugar paper
A series of quick drawing figure sketches – using line to show action
A figure sculpture (using aluminium foil) inspired by the work of Giacometti


	
	Summer: Vicious Vikings. Anglo-Saxons
National Curriculum
· Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design;
· to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas ;
· to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint];
· about great artists, architects and designers in history


	Unit: Viking Tessellations
· Know how to produce a repeating pattern and understand composition.
· Understand the terms ‘rotation’ and ‘tessellation’ by looking at repeated patterns by M.C. Escher.
· Know about the 6 different styles found in Viking art.
· Appraise and improve their work by re-looking back at their own sketches.
· Develop their knowledge of watercolour and create different tones.
· Develop their understanding of tone and shading during initial sketches.
· Understand how to produce a repeating pattern/tessellation in the style of M.C. Escher.

End of Unit Outcomes:
An art learning journey in sketchbooks demonstrating research and experimentation. 
A series of sketches linked to the 6 styles found in Viking art.
Produce a tessellation using ink and watercolour and inspired by M.C. Escher and taking inspiration from Viking designs.


	Year 4
	Autumn: Water, Water Everywhere
National Curriculum
· Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design
· to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas  
· to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint]
· about great artists, architects and designers in history


	Unit: World of Water
· Know how to apply different watercolour techniques such as a wash, wet on wet, wet on dry, blending, scumbling, glazing, splattering, blending
· Know how to use different brushes and parts of brushes for different effects
· Know some artists who used/use watercolours and discuss the techniques used in their paintings (Georgia O’Keeffe, J.M.W Turner, Paul Klee, Errol Allen)
· Look at ‘Sunrise’ 1916 by Georgia O’Keeffe and Paul Klee’’s untitled watercolour works of 1914 in detail and create their own abstract watercolour art
· Explore the watercolour work of Jamaican artist Errol Allen and JMW Turner and create a realist piece of art of their choice using the techniques introduced and rehearsed during this sequence.

End of Unit Outcomes: 
An art learning journey in sketchbooks demonstrating research and experimentation. 
An abstract watercolour painting inspired by Georgia O’Keeffe and Paul Klee
A realist watercolour painting inspired by Errol Allen and J.M.W. Turner


	
	Spring: The Ancient Egyptians
National Curriculum
· Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design
· to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas  
· to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint]
· about great artists, architects and designers in history


	Unit: Birds in Ancient Egypt
· Learn about Ancient Egyptian art with a focus on the symbolism of birds.
· Investigate sketching birds in motion and birds in still frame from a photo.
· Understand a profile image and sketching birds mainly in profile.
· Investigate using negative spaces and the effect of contrasting lighter areas with darker areas to develop depth in drawings.
· Make observational sketches and develop tone and shading.
· Make preliminary sketches in preparation for a clay etching in the style of an Ancient Egyptian stone carving.
· Develop clay making techniques including slips, rolling, carving and decoration.

End of Unit Outcomes:
An art learning journey in sketchbooks demonstrating research and experimentation – with a focus on pencil sketching, creating tone and depth.  Making accurate observational sketches.
Develop sketching in real-life moving objects and still images.

Create a clay slab of a carved bird based on images from Ancient Egypt.

	
	Summer: Who were the Romans?
National Curriculum
· Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design
· to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas  
· to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint]
· about great artists, architects and designers in history


	Unit: The Romans
· Know how the ancient Romans produced and decorated their pottery.
· Learn about the designs on Roman ceramics and how we decorate our pots and dishes today.
· Learn about Pablo Picasso and his ceramic work – has links to Greek mythology and Roman styles.
· Appraise and improve their work by re-looking back at their own sketches.
· Learn how to create a ceramic pot using a coiling technique.
· Decorate their pot in a style similar to Picasso.
· Learn about a local ceramicist and her work including a studio tour.

End of Unit Outcomes:
An art learning journey in sketchbooks demonstrating research and experimentation. 
Clay-based experimentation and refinement of coiling technique.
A clay pot produced with Picasso inspired decoration.

	Year 5
	Autumn: The Victorians
National Curriculum
· Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design
· to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas  
· to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint]
· about great artists, architects and designers in history

	Unit: Expression and Emotion
· Learn about the artist, Edvard Munch and his link to Expressionism.
· Investigate the Brücke group and discuss Expressionism artists.
· Know how to appraise art and research an artist and know their key works.
· Know how to mark make in an expressionistic way and use different tools and techniques to create effects.
· Reflect on their art journey and explain how an image makes them feel.
· Learn how to sketch a portrait showing emotion and how to create tension in a piece.
· Develop use of charcoal, pastel and oil pastel techniques.

End of Unit Outcomes:
An art learning journey in sketchbooks demonstrating research and experimentation – with a focus on mark making with pastels, charcoal and oil pastels.
Develop portraiture skills with a view to show emotion.

Create a piece of art conveying emotion and expression.


	
	Spring: Earth and Space
National Curriculum
· Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design
· to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas  
· to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint]
· about great artists, architects and designers in history


	Unit: Abstract Art: A view from above
· Know how to use digital media (Google Earth) and view an object from an aerial perspective.
· Understand the term ‘abstract’.
· Know about the artist Yann Arthus-Bertrand and his work in aerial photography.
· Appraise and improve their work by re-looking back at their own sketches.
· Learn how to enlarge their drawing using the grid method.
· Understand how to move from 2D to 3D in their artwork.

End of Unit Outcomes:
An art learning journey in sketchbooks demonstrating research and experimentation. 
A series of sketches linked to an abstract image from Google Earth.
A 3D layered image inspired by Google Earth and Yann Arthus-Bertrand.
Children to photograph their 3D work ‘from above’.

	
	Summer: Mexico/Brazil
National Curriculum
· Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design
· to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas  
· to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint]
· about great artists, architects and designers in history

	Unit Dieu de Mertos
· Understand about the work of Mexican Artists Frida Kahlo and Jean-Michel Basquiat.
· Develop sketches and artwork in the style of Kahlo and Basquiat.
· Investigate different cultural celebrations in Mexico such as ‘Day of the Dead’ and link art ideas to the colours and themes from this festival.
· Understand about sugar skulls and experiment with colour and paint to create their own skull design.
· Create a design for a sewing project and understand limitations of stitch and factor this into their ideas.
· Build on their knowledge of sewing and create a felt sugar skull using blanket and running stitch.

End of Unit Outcomes:
An art learning journey in sketchbooks demonstrating research and experimentation.
Create a series of sketches linked to Frida Kahlo, Jean-Michel Basquiat and the images found in Mexico connected to Day of the Dead.
Create a felt sugar skull with stitched designs and embellishments.

	Year 6
	Autumn: Explorers and Adventurers
National Curriculum
· Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design
· to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas  
· to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint]
· about great artists, architects and designers in history







National Curriculum
· Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design
· to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas  
· to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint]
· about great artists, architects and designers in history

	Unit: Discovery and Exploration (6 weeks)
· Learn about the artist, Edvard Munch and his link to Expressionism.
· Investigate the Brücke group and discuss Expressionism artists.
· Know how to appraise art and research an artist and know their key works.
· Know how to mark make in an expressionistic way and use different tools and techniques to create effects.
· Reflect on their art journey and explain how an image makes them feel.
· Learn how to sketch a portrait showing emotion and how to create tension in a piece.
· Develop use of charcoal, pastel and oil pastel techniques.

End of Unit Outcomes:
An art learning journey in sketchbooks demonstrating research and experimentation – with a focus on mark making with pastels, charcoal and oil pastels.
Develop portraiture skills with a view to show emotion.

Create a piece of art conveying emotion and expression.

Unit: The Great Wave (6 weeks)
· Explore the printing technique, work and world of Japanese artist Katsushika Hokusai with a focus on The Great Wave (1830)
· Identify and draw features of the natural world and use marks and lines to add detail and texture
· Compare a variety of wave representations by artists (Claude Monet, Pierre-Auguste Renoir, William Turner, Vanessa Mae) to inspire their own work 
· Know how to create an accurate print design following criteria
· Know how to create a printing block in two ways, using string and styrofoam 
· Know that this method of printing requires a thick printing ink
· Know how to combine a print with other media
· Use the string block to create a wax resist image (wax candle and watercolour) and print
· Use printing tools, appropriate pressure and control to create clean prints

End of Unit Outcomes:
An art learning journey in sketchbooks demonstrating research and experimentation. 
A string printing tile used to create wax resist images and prints inspired by waves
A Styrofoam printing tile used to create a printed interpretation of The Great Wave

	
	Spring: What was it really like in war?

National Curriculum
· Pupils should be taught to develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design
· to create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas  
· to improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint]
· about great artists, architects and designers in history












	Unit: World at War
· Appreciate art created during the war and its purpose
· Know some features of propaganda poster art (bright, bold colours – usually only a few, simple message, bold text - minimal, picture related to the text)
· Design a propaganda poster following the criteria and traditional style of WW2.  Using typography and contrasting colours (colour wheel)
· Create the poster using sketching techniques then paint (demonstrate colour mixing skills), a variety of brushes, brush techniques, black marker pens
· Know some of the artists behind propaganda posters James Fitton, Abram Games, Tom Purvis, Donia Nachsen, John Gilroy
· Visit Tate Kids to find out about the role of a chosen war artist such as Paul Nash
· Compare and contrast the work of different war artists – looking at composition, subject, style, mood and artistic elements
· Recap and learn some charcoal techniques and use some charcoal tools – blending stump, kneaded eraser
· Look at wartime photographs from both world wars and create a charcoal/graphite pencil representation of one as if they were a wartime artist.

End of Unit Outcomes:
An art learning journey in sketchbooks demonstrating research and experimentation. 
A war propaganda poster 
A realist wartime landscape inspired by the official war artists we have explored

	
	Summer: Who were the Ancient Greeks?
N/A
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